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Art Unit: 3612 

1. This application is a reissue of U.S. 5,906,407. The patent has expired due to 
nonpayment of the maintenance fees. All reissue claims lack basis for Reissue under 35 U.S.C. 
251 as a result. A petition to accept unintentionally delayed payment of these fees has been filed 
on 9/27/2007 in the above patent. This petition was dismissed on 4/25/2008. A second petition 
was filed on 5/9/2008 to correct the first. Decision on that petition is pending. Prosecution of 
the reissue application is suspended pending resolution of the second petition. The suspension is 
for a period of SIX MONTHS from the date of this letter or until the petition decision is 
resolved. Upon expiration of the period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to 
the status of the application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis H. Pedder whose telephone number is (571) 272-6667. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30-2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn D. Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Art Unit: 3612 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dennis H. Pedder/ Dennis H. Pedder 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3612 Primary Examiner 
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